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Abstract:

During a field work from 2004 to 2015, Dominique Pierre Guéret analyzed the architecture
and Danielle Guéret the paintings of Cambodian pagodas and they are now publishing a
summary of their research in their new book : The Khmer Pagoda : The 100 most Ancient
Sanctuaries in Cambodia ... and a Few More.

Having done a thorough analysis of the architecture and murals, the orators will give some
general description of the pagodas, explain the essential themes of these paintings and
describe some of the most interesting pagodas built before 1975 that have survived
Cambodia's chaotic recent history in the different areas of the Cambodian Kingdom. They
identified some 3,000 pagodas in the course of their field work and took pictures of about
2000 of them, among which they selected some 560 vihara built between the xXixth Century
and 1973, some 200 of them still having preserved paintings. Sadly, some of those pagodas
run the risk of being pulled down by devotees wishing to gain merits, like recently the main
pagoda in Kompong Thom city.
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